Event Descriptions for Speech Events

Sightreading is a SCJFL league category.  Participants are given a random excerpt from a book.  They are then given one minute to read it over and then read it aloud as fluently as possible.  Each participant is given their selection just before they are to prepare – no participants should be given their selection earlier than their one minute of preparation permits.  Qualities to think about as a judge include: fluency, character voices, body/facial expression, eye contact, etc…Memorization, however, is not required.  Possible length: 1 minute of prep + approximately 4 minutes of reading time.

Creative Duo is a SCJFL league category.  Much like Duo Interpretation, the partners are performing a scene together in which they cannot look at each other or touch each other.  In Creative Duo, however, the partners have written the piece themselves.  It should be fully memorized, chocked full of blocking, and adheres to the limitations of the standard Duo Interp rules. While at times it can be based on a familiar storyline (a satire or fractured fairy tale) the piece must be originally written.   Length: 6-8 minutes

Original Advocacy is a CHSSA event that requires the participant to write an original advocacy speech that must include some kind of legislative solution to the problem posed.  As a judge, one can think about both the quality of the content and the quality of the presentation.   Length: 6-8 minutes.

Thematic Interpretation is a CHSSA event that requires the student to perform a piece they have edited together from a manuscript, a cutting from multiple novels, short stories, essays, and/ or poems centered on a common theme.  Generally, a student has written an original introduction or transitions that connect the pieces together.  A binder is used for this category.  When the binder is open, that indicates the student is speaking words written by another author.  When the binder is closed, that indicates the student’s original contribution to the speech.  Length: 6-8 minutes.  

Original Prose and Poetry is a CHSSA event in which the participant has written an original version of a Dramatic Interpretation, Humorous Interpretation, Poem, or Collection of Poems.  The piece must be originally written.  As a judge, one can think about both the quality of the content and the quality of the presentation.  Length: 6-8 minutes.
